
The Common Core Standards 

for Parents 

A Focus upon the Shifts From the Illinois Learning 

Standards in English Language Arts and Mathematics 

to the Common Core Standards 



Why Common Core Standards? 

 The Common Core State Standards provide a 
consistent, clear understanding of what students 
are expected to learn, so teachers and parents 
know what they need to do to help them. The 
standards are designed to be robust and relevant 
to the real world, reflecting the knowledge and 
skills that our young people need for success in 
college and careers. With American students fully 
prepared for the future, our communities will be 
best positioned to compete successfully in the 
global economy. 

 See http://www.corestandards.org/ 
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Why Common Core Standards 

Across All States? 
 We need standards to ensure that all students, no 

matter where they live, are prepared for success 
in postsecondary education and the workforce. 
Common standards will help ensure that students 
are receiving a high quality education consistently, 
from school to school and state to state. 
Common standards will provide a greater 
opportunity to share experiences and best 
practices within and across states that will 
improve our ability to best serve the needs of 
students. 

 See http://www.corestandards.org/ 
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How is this Different For My Child? 

 



English Language Arts: 

 



 



Based Upon Research: 

 



More Complex Text Required at Every Grade 

 



Some Examples of Challenging Texts 

 



State a Claim and Support With Evidence 

 



Writing Across All Content Areas 

 



Build Vocabulary 

 



Mathematics : The Common Core Standards 

Require Students to Go In depth With Their 

Understandings. 

 



 



The Stages of Mastery for 

Mathematics 
 



Mental Math First, Rather Than Paper and 

Pencil Facts First! 

 



Notice the Strengths of Building Upon Base 

10= Building Decades 

 



Students Must Explain Why Math Works.  

 



Practices and Conceptual Understanding! 

 



The Common Core Standards Require Students to See the 

Numbers  on a Number Line in Their Mind 

 



 Before the Common Core Standards, States Gave 

Traditional Algorithm Questions to Students, Much Like an 

ISAT Question… 

 



The Type of Problem Our Students Will Be 

Expected to Solve: 

 



This is How Our Students Will 

Respond: 
 



A Summary of The Common Core 

Standards 
 The Common Core State Standards have been 

built from the best and highest state standards in 
the country. They are evidence-based, aligned with 
college and work expectations, include rigorous 
content and skills, and are informed by other top 
performing countries. They were developed in 
consultation with teachers and parents from 
across the country so they are also realistic and 
practical for the classroom. Far from looking for 
the “lowest common denominator,” these 
standards are designed to ensure that all students, 
regardless of where they live, are learning what 
they need to know to graduate from high school 
ready for college or a career. 


